Clir Delme Thompson: Parish Update July 2026.

Pink Ladies Tractor Run

Many thanks to all who came out to support this fantastic event once again this year, and many
congratulations to all who took part. It’s a pleasure to help marshal this event and lovely to see the strength of
support year after year. Long may it continue.

Pulham Youth Engagement Project — Community Organisation of the Year!

While | appreciate this is of course outside the Parish, it was very pleasing to see this project - which is
attended by children from several surrounding villages — recognised at the South Norfolk Community Awards,
recently. | hope we will all continue to raise awareness of the club with local families, and encourage our young
people to engage with the numerous activities available to them, every Monday evening.

Food Waste Collection - Week of 27 July

From July 2026, food waste collections will begin rolling out across South Norfolk as part of a new free weekly
collection service. Collections in this area are scheduled to begin in the week of 27 July - but please check for
updates using the postcode checker here: Food Waste Collection Checker

You should soon be receiving your kitchen caddy, outdoor food waste bin and liners. Simply pop your food
waste into the caddy, such as peelings, leftovers, and out-of-date food, then empty it into your outdoor bin. It
will be collected on the same day as your rubbish and recycling, by a separate vehicle dedicated to collecting
food waste. Full details are available here: South Norfolk food waste collections | Broadland and South Norfolk

Changes to planning System (Email of 13 July)

The key change likely to be implemented, is the introduction of a National Scheme of Delegation, which means
that most applications will be decided by professional planning officers, with planning committees focusing
only on the most significant or complex cases.

See the draft national guidance here: Planning Committees and the National Scheme of Delegation of Planning
Functions: Draft guidance for local planning authorities in England - GOV.UK

Under the new system:

e Routine applications (such as householder proposals and small developments) will not and can not
come to committee. There will be no right of member call in.

e Only applications that meet a defined “gateway test” - for example due to economic, social or
environmental significance AND the nominated officer and member (the chair of the committee) agree
they should be referred- can be referred to committee, but they should be presumed to be delegated
unless they meet these criteria.

e Planning committees will therefore concentrate on major, strategic or genuinely contentious proposals.

The changes are expected to come into force on 31 October 2026. The guidance has been published in draft
and we are awaiting the regulations to be laid and we will need to amend the constitution to align with these
regulations.

Local Government Reorganisation — South Norfolk Legal Challenge

As previously mentioned, at the full council meeting in February 2026, there was almost unanimous agreement
that the council should set aside a budget of £250,000 for matters relating to LGR, in the interests of residents.
When the announcement of the 3 Unitary model was received, we wrote to the minister seeking additional
information on how and why the decision was taken — which would place this area into England’s poorest
council stretching from Holt, to Great Yarmouth, and Diss.

We recently reived a response from Central Government, declining to provide any further clarity — but
confirming the Minister’s decision overruled recommendations from multiple advisors. Our KC has raised
serious questions over the process followed by government, and confirmed that the only way to force the
minister to explain the decision to residents is through a legal challenge.
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fconsultations%2Fplanning-committee-reform-draft-regulations-and-guidance%2Fplanning-committees-and-the-national-scheme-of-delegation-of-planning-functions-draft-guidance-for-local-planning-authorities-in-england&data=05%7C02%7CDelme.Thompson%40southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk%7Cbffa908fb3a0458e08ab08dec55c84fd%7Cbd1b448a529f4a04a421bd4ae1f79bb0%7C0%7C0%7C639165198318287964%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C4000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KIx%2F4w%2FBVkK2OoeuwahBb0IFgP68mnleFeFF6Y00DR0%3D&reserved=0

Contrary to recent sensationalist headlines, the cost for this initial action is likely to be circa £15,000 — not the
full £250,000.

| am aware that some councillors are describing the challenge as futile.
However, given the serious consequences that the 3 Unitary model has for our area - at our full council meeting
last Monday evening, 20 July, | urged all councillors to throw out a motion to ‘positively prepare for’ (embrace)

the 3 unitary model - and to stand up for those who elected them.

I’'m pleased to say the motion was defeated, the legal challenge continues and | will continue to call for full
accountability from central government.



