Councillor Joseph Kerrison
Division East Depwade
Email: joseph.kerrison.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk
Direct Dial: +441603228988
Updates for East Depwade Division
Shotford River Railing Replacement

Norfolk County Council officers have confirmed to me that the metal railing between the highway and Shotford River, along Mendham Low Road (IP20 9QT) will be repaired / replaced by the end of the current financial year. This will make the area, which is a popular youth hangout spot, safer for pedestrians and create a stronger barrier between the road and the water for vehicle traffic.

Flooding & PFR schemes

I have been working with officers at Norfolk County Council to bring me up to speed with the flooding situations which have occurred since 2015, most significantly in 2020/21 and Storm Babet in 2023. Whilst a lot of promises to protect properties and our community from future occurrences were made but left unactioned before I came to office, I am pushing to ensure that these promises and schemes are delivered on; especially considering how saturated the ground currently is and therefore the increased risk of flooding happening again.
Potholes & Road Maintenance

As Deputy Cabinet Member for Highways & Transport, I am delighted to report that we are investing in innovative, preventative technologies to make our roads safer, provide better value for money and catch up with the huge backlog of road repairs this administration inherited. I am, as your Local Member, making sure that East Depwade will see our fair share of these investments, starting within the next couple of months. 

Casework for Residents

As I stated upon my election, I stand ready to receive communication from residents and Parish Councils to help improve the local economy and people’s livelihoods in any way I can. Any of the concerns that have been brought to me, including those that are not specifically mentioned in this report, have been taken to the relevant department at Norfolk County Council and I am pushing for action to be taken and responses to be provided. We have had a lot of success in the first few months of taking office and I am hoping that both residents, local businesses and Councillors will be pleased to see them come to fruition over the coming months. To name a few examples of casework from the past couple of weeks which we are making progress with: Highways improvements for better parking and access to residential properties in Harleston. Progress with PFR schemes in Needham, Brockdish and Scole. Incoming improved bus services for Starston, Pulham St Mary, Pulham Market, Dickleburgh and Rushall and the Harleston – Norwich line. Road repairs and signage improvements across the East Depwade division. As well as many more resident-specific needs which are being met with action in every Parish across the division. 
Updates from Norfolk County Council

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government urged to halt local government reorganisation in Norfolk
Norfolk County Council’s deputy leader Councillor Robin Hunter-Clarke has written to newly appointed Secretary of State for local government, Angela Rayner, to ask for a halt to local government reorganisation.
Further details and a copy of the letter are available in the county council news release here. 
Free bus travel for children in August

Families across Norfolk can benefit from more affordable days out this summer through a new scheme offering free bus travel for children throughout August.

As part of the Government's Great British Summer Savings initiative, children aged 5 to 15 can travel for free on many bus routes across the county. The scheme is intended to help families reduce travel costs and make it easier to visit Norfolk's attractions, events and destinations during the school holidays.
The scheme also aims to encourage greater use of public transport, supporting sustainable travel and helping families access leisure, cultural and community activities.
Five of Norfolk's main bus operators are taking part, so children aged 5 to 15 can travel free throughout August on services operated by First Bus, Sanders, Stagecoach, Border Bus and Central Connect. 
Further information about participating operators and Good Journey attractions is available at www.travelnorfolk.co.uk/summersavings.
Summer holiday activities and support for older children
Norfolk County Council's Targeted Youth Support Service (TYSS) is running summer holiday activities for older children, including new Chill on the Hill sessions in the grounds of Norwich Castle. TYSS has teamed up with Castle Quarter to run free, relaxed activities in Castle Gardens every Thursday from 2pm to 6pm, including music, creative activities, games, video gaming, karaoke and art.
The sessions are aimed at young people aged 11 to 17 and provide a safe place to meet friends, socialise and take part in positive activities.
TYSS works with young people across Norfolk in the places and spaces where they choose to meet. Specialist youth workers provide advice, support and positive activities, working alongside community organisations.
Weekly activities will also take place at Jenny Lind Park in Norwich, St George's Park in Great Yarmouth, MUGA Mania in King's Lynn and Castle Park in Thetford.
Further details about the service and summer activities are available on the county council's Targeted Youth Support Service web pages.
Reuse shops raise for £32,000 for charity

Nelson's Journey, a local charity which supports children and young people in Norfolk who've experienced the death of a significant person, has recently been presented with a cheque for £32,000 raised through donations from Norfolk County Council's Reuse Shops.
Housed in 14 of Norfolk County Council's recycling centres, Reuse Shops welcome donations of second-hand items and sell these at bargain prices.  The shops play an important role in cutting waste and last year they stopped 1,394 tonnes of reusable items being thrown away.
Income generated via the Reuse Shops helps to offset the cost of providing the recycling centre service. 
Staff across Norfolk's Reuse Shops then nominate and vote for a local charity to benefit from a partnership which sees them receive a share of the proceeds from the shop's sales.
To date, the Reuse Shops have raised over £155,000 for local charities including Big C Cancer Charity, East Anglian Air Ambulance and Norfolk Wildlife Trust.
Driver and motorcycle rider safety in Norfolk
The Norfolk Road Safety Partnership has launched We share the road. We share the responsibility, a countywide campaign encouraging drivers and motorcyclists to take simple steps to reduce serious and fatal collisions.
The campaign highlights that many collisions happen in good conditions, on dry roads and in daylight, with risk often linked to decisions, observation and responses to hazards. Key messages include: be seen, look twice, slow down and stay focused.
The campaign is informed by a survey of more than 1,200 riders across the Eastern region and promotes continued rider learning, awareness of hazards and safer decision-making, particularly at junctions.
Norfolk residents can book the Hugger motorcycle training course at half price for sessions between August and October 2026.
Fire & Rescue Service continuing to respond to high summer demand

Norfolk Fire & Rescue Service is continuing to raise awareness to the public around the threat of wildfires this summer, with more hot and dry weather in Norfolk.
Demand has been especially high on Norfolk’s firefighters this summer, with 1,270 emergencies attended in July. Resources continue to be stretched, and activity levels are commensurate with 2022.
The Service has shared posters with parish councils across the county with advice on how to prevent outdoor fires, and worked with Norfolk Trails and the Norfolk Resilience Forum to produce signage on the county’s trail posts on what to do in the event of fire. You can request these via norfolkresilienceforum@norfolk.gov.uk.
They are continuing to work with other groups including local wildlife trusts, Forestry England, and Heritage Railways to discuss the increased risks of the hot and dry weather.
Senior fire officers have been regular guests on Radio Norfolk, issuing public guidance on how the public can help prevent incidents, and the Service has also been featured in articles on BBC Look East and ITV Anglia.
Parish Councils can support this work by amplifying the Service’s messaging on social media and continuing to urge Norfolk residents as far as possible to safely dispose of rubbish and cigarettes, and not to use disposable barbecues. 
Changes to fridge and freezer collections due to national capacity issues

A national shortage of specialist recycling and treatment capacity is affecting fridge and freezer collections across the UK.
From Thursday 6 August, Norfolk County Council will only accept unwanted fridges, freezers and other cooling appliances at the county’s largest recycling centres.
Full details of the affected sites and what is accepted are available on the council’s website: Changes to fridge and freezer collections at Norfolk’s recycling centres.
Where possible, residents are asked to:
· Use retailer take-back or recycling services when buying a replacement appliance.
· Keep using appliances that remain safe and in working order.
· Consider reuse, repair or donation options for working appliances.
· Delay disposal, where safe and practical, until national treatment capacity improves.
Residents should only take fridges, freezers and other cooling appliances for disposal if it is absolutely necessary. If safe to do so, they are encouraged to hold on to unwanted appliances temporarily to help ease pressure on the national system.
Dennis Bacon named as preferred appointment for chief executive
Following a recruitment process that began early last month, Norfolk County Council has announced Dennis Bacon as its preferred appointment for chief executive.
The appointment is subject to normal pre-employment checks and approval by full council. The meeting to consider the appointment will take place at County Hall on Friday 14 August.
Consultation on proposed new crossing in Fakenham
Residents are invited to comment on a proposed new toucan crossing on Greenway Lane, Fakenham, near the busy junction with Holt Road. 
The crossing would support people walking, wheeling and cycling to cross more safely.
The scheme is expected to cost around £300,000 and will be funded through the government’s Active Travel Fund.
A plan showing the proposals is available to download here. Hard copies can also be viewed at Fakenham Town Council office during normal opening hours.
Feedback can be emailed to TOSchemefeedback@norfolk.gov.uk or sent to Highways Design Team, Floor 1, County Hall, Martineau Lane, Norwich, NR1 2DH. Responses should reference Toucan Crossing – Greenway Lane.
All responses must be received by Tuesday 1 September 2026.
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