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SCOLE PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 

 

MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 27th April 2026 at 7.15 pm at Scole 

Community Centre, Ransome Avenue, Scole. 

 

Councillors Present: Cllr P Jones (Chair), Cllr C Brooks, Cllr D Ward, 

Cllr T McEwen, Cllr N  Parkington, 

Cllr G Fisher, Cllr K Prust, Cllr J Ward 

 

In attendance:  Alison Cowles (Clerk)  

District Cllr D Thomson, County Cllr M Wilby 

 

 To consider accepting apologies for absence 

Cllr G Blakesley, Cllr J Orford 

 

 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 23rd February and 23rd 

March 2026: 

February minutes approved by Cllr T McEwen & Cllr J Ward. March minutes 

approved by Cllr G Fisher & Cllr N Parkington – All in Favour 

 

 To record declarations of interest and approve any requests for dispensations for 

disclosable pecuniary interests or other interests: 

Cllr Jones – Scole Community Centre 

Cllr C Brooks – SNTT 

Cllr G Fisher – SNTT 

 

 To receive the reports from the District & County Councillors: 

Cllr Wilby 

Norfolk County Council has set up a £3 million crisis fund to support residents 

affected by the rise in heating oil prices. Residents can apply to this fund through the 

council’s website at www.norfolk.gov.uk/heatingoil or you can call on 0344 800 8020. 

NCC has announced a series of Household Hazardous waste days taking place at 

recycling centres across the county this spring.  The events allow residents to dispose 

hazardous household waste free of charge, this includes items such as aerosols, anti-

freeze, drain cleaners, fertilisers, paint, and weed killer.  Booking is required and 

opens 8 days before each event and can be done online or over the phone.  The 

nearest event to us is Norwich South Recycling Centre on Friday 5th and Saturday 6th 

June.  To check which items are and are not accepted, and to book a slot residents 

can visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/hazardouswaste 

 NCCs annual spring and summer road surface dressing programme will start on the 

21st April and will see Norfolk’s roads get a new seal to help prevent potholes forming 

and extending the life of roads with a new skid-resistant surface to reduce the risk of 

accidents.   

Cllr Hudson 

Community Centre – Work should commence on the new Community Centre in Diss 

shortly which will include a new gym 
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Litter Pick- Recent spring litter pick has taken place and been successful. Each 

Council litter pick group can apply for £50.00. 

Community Village Fund – Applications will open to apply for funds for community 

groups after the local elections on 7th May 2026. 

 

 To report any incidents of overflow, spillage and discharge into the river during  

the month – Chair P Jones has drafted a letter to Anglian Water in light of the 

pollution being allowed into Frenze Beck, River Waveney and Scole. 

 

 To discuss options for the telephone box outside the school 

Now been removed 

 

 To discuss the Parish footpath Audit 

Scole Nature Trails do an exceptional job of maintaining the footpaths in the village. 

 

 To discuss the bench for Old Norwich Road by the School 

Looking for quotes and apply to the council for permission to place this on the path 

near the school.  

 

 To receive the Clerks Report and an update on any correspondence receive: 

A complaint was received by the Clerk about the roundabout on the A140/A143. 

The clerk will write to the member of public and inform them they need to contact 

Mid Suffolk District Council and Stuston Parish Council about this. 

A resident has been in contact with me about the upkeep of land adjacent to her 

fence. Neither Scole Parish Council nor South Norfolk Council own this land. 

However two Councillors have offered to go and have a look at this to see if there is 

anything that can be done. 

 

 To receive questions and comments from the parishioners 

None present 

 

 PLANNING 

11.1. To Comment on and recommend for Approval/Refusal any Current planning 

applications:  

Amended Planning Application 2025/2357  

Proposal: Change of use of land from agricultural to residential with erection of 

1no dwelling (previous approval 2020/2367 lapsed 3/12/24) Location: Land 

South Of High House Norwich Road Scole Norfolk Applicant: Ms Karen Luck 

Application Type: Full Planning Permission – No objections 

 

 

11.2. To receive an update on any previous planning applications:  

2026/0550 

Works to trees in Conservation Area Scole 5 Diss Road Scole Norfolk IP21 4DN 

Cherry tree - remove overhang into neighbours garden by 2.5m - Approved 

 

 FINANCE  

12.1. To approve payments – Proposed Cllr Prust, seconded Cllr J Ward– all in favour  

12.2. Receipts – Noted 
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12.3. To receive the Responsible Finance Officer’s Report – Noted 

 

 To receive reports from the current Working Groups:  

13.1. Employment Group (GB, JW)  

• An annual review meeting to take place with the clerk 

13.2. Internal Control (PJ, JW, TM)  

• Meeting to be held in June 

13.3. Cycle Path Group (PJ,)   

• With the new Leisure Centre due to be built in Diss it would be useful for 

residents of Scole if they could walk or cycle safely between Diss and 

Scole. Clerk to make enquiries. 

13.4. Diss & District Neighbourhood Plan & Management Review Group (DDNPMRG)  

(DW)  There is a planned meeting at the beginning of July which Cllr D Ward 

hopes to attend. There have been no further developments otherwise. The 

committee agreed not to seek a review of the plan at this time.  

13.5. Scole Nature Trails Trust Group (COB, GF)  

• Outside classroom all tidy, a mud kitchen has been installed.  

• SNTT joined forces with the WI for a recent litter pick. 

• A dead Ash Tree has been felled and dealt with. 

13.6. Community Centre (PJ)  

• PAT testing has taken place, all relevant licenses have been renewed 

and 5* Food Rating awarded by the Council 

13.7. Devolution Working Group (PJ,JW)   

• The recent decision to appoint 3 unitary councils is unlikely to change. It 

will be hard to challenge this decision. 

                                   

 To consider training for Parish Councillors:. 

Cllr Prust needs to do Councillor Training – Clerk to book 

 

 To receive and discuss items from the Parish Council 

None received 

 

 To receive items for the next Agenda: 

Any other items for the next Agenda please contact the Clerk.   

 

 Next meeting of the Parish Council is on 26th May 2026 at 19:15  

 

Meeting closed at  21.04
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