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Dear Residents, District & Town/Parish Councillors, 

Please find below my Norfolk County Council report for September 2026.

If you have any questions, queries or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me via: joseph.kerrison.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk
Yours sincerely,
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Councillor Joseph Kerrison
Division East Depwade
Email: joseph.kerrison.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk 
Direct Dial: +441603228988

Please see helpful information and updates from County below:

Local Festivals & Community Gatherings

I would like to start this report by saying thank you to all those involved in organising festivals, fetes, social events and community gatherings throughout the summer months. My family and I were fortunate enough to attend a few of these events, including the Waveney Festival organised by ‘Harleston’s Future’. Events like these are immensely important for bringing people together from all walks of life, boosting local economies and sharing our rural culture – a proud summer for our towns and villages in the South of Norfolk.
Local Government Reorganisation SCRAPPED

In a huge win for Norfolk residents, which will see over £100 million saved, LGR has officially been declared off the table. District Councillor elections will proceed as normal in 2027 using the existing electoral boundaries. This has no impact on devolution, with an election for a Norfolk and Suffolk Mayor still moving forward for 2028. The Reform administration decision to cancel the Inner Circle contract, saving taxpayers over £6 million, has been proved to be the correct decision. No more costly, divisive, bankrupting, service duplicating unitary authorities for Norfolk!
Government consults on new planning powers for mayors
The Government has launched a six-week consultation on giving mayors in England greater powers over strategic planning applications. Proposed powers would allow mayors to “call in” certain major planning applications and potentially direct councils to approve or refuse them.
The proposals would initially apply to developments such as schemes involving more than 150 homes, more than 15,000 square metres of commercial space, or buildings over 30 metres. The Government wants the new powers in place by early 2027. 
Rural councils' financial pressures debated in Parliament

A Westminster Hall debate on Government support for rural upper-tier local authorities took place on 2 September. The debate focused on the additional pressures faced by rural county councils, including the cost of providing services across large geographic areas, lower population density and difficulties in achieving economies of scale.
Other areas highlighted include the costs of delivery associated with adult social care, SEND, school transport, highways and public transport. Concerns were also raised around rural areas facing weaker access to services, housing, digital connectivity and economic opportunities, creating additional barriers to growth.
How to report shops suspected to be selling illicit tobacco and vapes

You will hopefully be aware of the great successes recently of Norfolk County Council's trading standards team in tackling the trade of illicit tobacco and cigarettes on high streets throughout the county, particularly in Great Yarmouth. These shops are often fronts for organised criminal networks.
Our operations are intelligence-led, meaning that businesses are targeted for inspections based on information received - often from the public.  As Members you may have concerns raised with you directly or may have concerns that you need to report.

There are three ways to report a concern:
For anyone with information about illegal tobacco, cigarette and vape sales:
·       Contact Citizens Advice by calling 0808 223 1133
·       Report it anonymously online at Report a concern about the sale of illicit tobacco or cigarettes
For anyone being coerced into preparing, distributing or selling illegal tobacco:
·       Report it to HMRC online at https://www.gov.uk/report-tax-fraud or by contacting the HMRC Fraud Hotline on 0800 788 887
·       If you believe someone is a victim of modern slavery or exploitation rather than simply reporting fraud, the Modern Slavery Helpline (0800 0121 700) can also provide support and advice
Homelessness in county and rural areas - County Councils Network analysis

New County Councils Network (CCN) analysis highlights a sharp rise in homelessness and the use of temporary accommodation in county and rural areas. It finds that more than 23,000 children were living in temporary accommodation in March 2026, while council spending on temporary accommodation more than tripled between 2019/20 and 2024/25.

CCN says rising demand, higher accommodation costs and a shortage of affordable housing are putting growing pressures on councils. It is calling on the Government to ensure that homelessness funding and affordable housing investment meet the needs of county and rural areas, as well as urban areas.
CCN is thus concerned that almost all the first £10 billion recently allocated through the Social and Affordable Homes Programme (outlined below), will go to England’s major cities rather than county and rural areas.

Heritage Open Days in Norfolk, 11–20 September
Councillors are encouraged to promote Norfolk Heritage Open Days to residents, parish councils and community groups, and to share the link below.  
The festival gives residents and visitors the opportunity to explore buildings, historic places and cultural sites across Norfolk, including places that are not usually open to the public. 
The Forum Trust funds the coordination and promotion of Heritage Open Days (HODs) in Norfolk, and the programme is delivered through collaboration between hundreds of venues, organisers, community partners and volunteers. 
The printed Norfolk listings brochure for 2026 is now available at venues across the county, including The Forum, Norfolk libraries and museums. 
All the events are free. Some have limited capacity and must be booked in advance. There are also almost 200 drop-in events that do not require booking.
The free open days and activities include several events at Norfolk Museums. Norwich Castle will be taking part on 19 September - this event must be booked in advance.
Further information, brochures and online booking are available on the HOD pages link Everything you need to know.
Cabinet sets out new priorities for the County Council
Norfolk County Council's cabinet has pledged to secure value for money for residents, in its first report on the issues facing the authority and how to tackle them.
A report to cabinet outlines what has been discovered during the administration's first 100 days and sets out its priorities for the next 18 months.
The report recognises that the council has committed staff and valued services but identifies a range of issues that need to be tackled. These include:
· Opportunities to improve productivity
· A need for strong grip and accountability
· Significant financial and service pressures
· The need for greater investment and support to boost economic growth
· Cost and uncertainty arising from local government reorganisation and other national changes that could disrupt services in Norfolk
The Stand up for Norfolk report outlines five new priorities for the council, known as Standing Up for Norfolk:
· Putting Norfolk's residents first - Supporting families, protecting vulnerable people and making sure residents are heard.
· Growing Norfolk's economy - Backing business, supporting jobs and investment and helping high streets and market towns thrive.
· Keeping Norfolk moving - Fixing roads, improving transport and creating better connected communities.
· Building strong communities and places - Building safe, resilient and inclusive communities where people are proud of where they live.
· Running an efficient and effective council - Spending wisely, challenging waste and focusing on what matters most.
A detailed delivery plan will be developed for November's cabinet meeting, to turn the priorities into clear outcomes, commitments and measures.
Cabinet will consider the report when it meets at 3pm on Friday, 11 September. 
"Standing Up for Norfolk 2026 - 2028 is intended to be recommended to Full Council for adoption as the Council’s new strategy and policy framework, replacing the previous council strategy which expired in 2025
Free self-service health checks in Norfolk

Residents across Norfolk are encouraged to take charge of their health with the launch of six digital health stations offering free, quick and easy health assessments in community locations across the county. A mobile health station will also visit libraries and events across the county.
The new self-service stations, provided by Norfolk County Council's Public Health team, allow people to check key health indicators, including blood pressure, heart rate, body mass index (BMI), alcohol consumption, physical activity levels and heart age, in under five minutes. Users receive instant results, along with personalised advice and signposting to local support services.
The health stations are located at: 
· Tesco Superstore, Kilverstone, Thetford
· ASDA, Great Yarmouth
· Shrublands Youth and Adult Centre, Gorleston
· King's Lynn Library
· Victory Swim and Fitness Centre, North Walsham
Helping to improve Norfolk’s recycling service

Norfolk County Council’s annual Recycling Centre Survey is now open until 18 October 2026. It seeks views from both users and non-users to inform future improvements to the service. 
Feedback from the previous survey led to practical changes, including improved booking arrangements for Blue Badge holders, vape recycling at every site, and the addition of coffee pod recycling and acceptance of UPVC windows and doors at the county’s seven main centres.
The council’s 19 Recycling Centres handled almost 56,000 tonnes of household waste last year, with around three quarters recycled or reused. 
Responses from people who do not currently use a Recycling Centre are particularly valuable, as they can help the council understand barriers, unmet needs and opportunities to make the service more accessible.
Survey link: www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/RecyclingCentres2026/
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